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the name of a national convention, which, counterfeiting the voice of the people, will, if not resisted, in their name dictate the succession; when the deed will be done, the revolution be completed and all the powers of our republic in like manner be consolidated in the President and perpetuated by his dictation.
"Viewing the question in its true light, as a struggle on the part of the Executive to seize on the power of Congress and to unite in the President the power of the sword and the purse, the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) said truly, and let me add, philosophically, that we are in the midst of a revolution. I cannot agree with him as to the time at which it commenced or to the point to which it has progressed. Looking to the distribution of the powers of the general government into the legislative, executive, and judicial departments, and confining his views to the encroachment o-f the executive upon the legislative, he states the commencement of the revolution but sixty days previous to the meeting of the present Congress. I (said Mr. Calhoun) take a wider range and date it from an earlier period. Besides the distribution among the departments of the general government, there belongs to our system another and a far more important division or distribution of power, that between the States and the general government, the reserved and delegated rights, the maintenance of which is still more essential to the preservation of our institutions.
"Taking this wide view of our political system, the revolution, in the midst of which we are, began, not as supposed by the Senator from Kentucky, shortly after the commencement of the present session, but many years ago, with the commencement of the restrictive systems, and terminated its first stage with the passage of the force bill of the last session, which absorbed all the rights and sovereignty of the States and consolidated them in this Government.d of office holders and corrupt partisans, undcing to                               Ia little more than a year ago to investig
